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FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

 

 
 

TO: 

 

 

 

 
 

ONCE A MARINE ALWAYS A MARINE 
 

 

 

 

 

All annual dues expire on August 31st of each year. Our 

membership dues are $40.00 a year and are due prior to 

George Phillips Detachment" and send to the Detachment 

address. 

 

This newsletter and previous issues can be obtained from the new Detachment 

Website.  http://www.pvtgeophillips.org/ 
 

Please contact the Editor to receive future issues electronically. 
 

As a suggestion, anyone wishing to provide material should try to have it to the editor 

no later than the fourth Friday of previous month. (This doesn’t mean don’t 

submit anything at all if you need more time, instead please contact the editor.) If sent 

via email, please note that newsletter submission should appear the subject line. 

 

                         Next Meeting April 15, 2025

http://www.pvtgeophillips.org/


 

 

 

Commandant:  

  Joe Gentile 
314-488-9440 

 

  Sr. Vice-Commandant  

   John Cooper 

 314-712-0738 
 

  Jr. Vice-Commandant  

  Jason Lehr  
314-800-4930 

 

Adjutant/Paymaster: 

Dennis Simpson 
636-230-5976 

 

Judge Advocate 

Public Information 

Officer: Hugh Smith 

636-484-4188 

 

 Benevolence:  

 Mike Cicchese 

636-208-4676 
 

Sgt at Arms:  
Gerald Gerling 

636-271-3778 
 

Chaplain   
Carl E. Ramsey 

314-304-7915 

 
 

 

 

Web Sgt: Brad McNeil 

  636-225-2866 

April 2025 
Volume XXI – Issue 4 

 

Email 
PvtGeoPhillips@gmail.com 

Detachment Webpage 

http://www.pvtgeophillips.org/  

bmcneil@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee 3Yr:  

Brad McNeil 

    636-225-2866 

 

Trustee 2Yr:  

Mike Cicchese 

636-208-4676 
 

Trustee 1Yr: 

Andrew “AJ” Neely  

314-550-8065 
 

Jr. Past 

Commandant  

     Brad McNeil 

    636-225-2866 

 

Ways & Means:  

  Open 

  

 Quartermaster:  

 Brad McNeil 

    636-225-2866 
 

 Eagle Scout 

Liaison:  

Joe  Genti le  
314-488-9440  

 

Editor/Historian: 

Carl E. Ramsey 

314-304-7915 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings 3
rd 

Tuesday 

of Every Month 
1900 – 7:00 PM 

 

Mail: 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment 

Marine Corps League 

P.O. Box #1 

Ballwin, MO 63022 

 

Meeting Location: 

225 Old Sulphur Springs Road 

Ballwin, MO  63021-5356 
 

Detachment 

Membership as 

of March 31 

69 
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Commandant’s Corner 

ATTENTION ON DECK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
Marines. Thank you for your confidence in 
electing me commandant. The detachment 
needs your help. First at monthly meetings, 
then at collections on May 23,24,25. Thanks 
for your support.  
 

Semper Fi Marines 

 Joe Gentile Commandant 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment #1214 

Marine Corps League 

 jgentile5550@gmail.com 
 

The following is Joe’s farewell address as 
Junior Vice Commandant when he agreed to 
bypass the position of Senior Vice 
Commandant to serve as the Commandant of 
the Pvt George Phillips Detachment of the 
Marine Corps League.  
 

A special salute to the following Marines: 

Carl Ramsey, Chaplain. Thanks for visiting me 
while I was in the hospital.  
 

Hugh Smith, for his work organizing 
collections. 
 

John Cooper, for his dedication in getting the 
storage shed and his work on Toys for Tots. 
n 

Brad McNeil, for serving three consecutive 
years as Commandant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2025 

USMC disbanded April, 1783, reactivated 

March 27, 1798 for Naval War with French 

Republic  

  7 – Exploit of James E Swett, 1943,  

       Shot down 8 planes in one day. 

  9 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208        

12 – Veterans Resource fair in O Fallon Mo  

 10:00-14:00 1163 Tom Ginnever Av  

12 – Focus Marines Mess Night (Brochure) 

15 – Membership Meeting – 1900 Post #208 

18 – Gold and Scarlet become official   

        USMC colors 1925 

25 –Lindbergh High School History Alive  

27 –Marines capture Derne, Tripoli, 1805 
 

May 2025 

14 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208        

20 – Membership Meeting – 1900 Post #208 

June 2025 

11 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208      

13-14 Department Convention   

                       Cape Girardeau 

17 – Membership Meeting – 1900 Post #208 

July 2025 

  9 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208   

14    Pvt George Phillips Birthday 

15 – No Membership Meeting  

August 2025 

13 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208      

11-15 National Convention   

                       Grapevine TX 

19 – Membership Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
 

American Wars that started in April 

 Revolutionary War, April 19, 1775. 

 American Civil War, April 12, 1861. 

 Spanish American War, April 21, 1898. 

 Second Samoan Civil War Battle of Vailele, 

 April 1, 1899. 

 WW I, April 6, 1917. 
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Elections for Detachment Officers 

were held the at beginning of our 

March 18, 2025 meeting.   
 

In addition to Commandant Joe Gentile 

pictured above (who is also the Eagle Scout 

Coordinator, get to know your other 

officers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
John Cooper, Senior 

Vice Commandant 

 
Jason Lehr, Junior 

Vice Commandant 

 
Hugh Smith, Judge Advocate, and 

Public Information Officer 

 

 
Andrew A. J. Neely 

Trustee - One Year 
 

 
Mike Cicchese 

Trustee - Two Year 
 

 
Brad McNeil 

Trustee Three Year,  

Jr Past 

 Commandant,  

Quartermaster,  

Web Sergeant 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dennis Simpson 

Adjutant and Paymaster: 
 

 

 

 
Jerry Gerling, 

Sergeant at Arms 

 
Carl Ramsey, Chaplain, 

Newsletter 

Editor, Historian 

 

Mike Lee from District 

addresses detachment 

prior to March  

meeting election. 

 
March Meeting Oath of Office after election 

April Birthday Scroll 
 

John Bickerton  Charles Corpening, Jr. 

Elliot Glassman  James Grgurich     

Aaron Kent   Jerry Kisner     

Steven Lind  Andrew “AJ” Neely 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vietnam Veteran Recognition, 

Woodson Terrace Community Center 

March 22, 2025, hosted by former 

Auxiliary Member, Caroline Martin. 

Event featured singing of the military 

songs of all five branches, a nice lunch, 

and two special pins. One was 

presented to each Vietnam era veteran 

present, and a pin of a slightly 

different design presented to a spouse 

or family member. See next page. 
 
 

 

Detachment members 

George Casey and John Cooper 

 

Former detachment member 

Ken and Sharon Dieckman 

 

Louise Howard, widow of recently 

deceased Special Forces Marine and 

detachment member Robert Howard 

with newsletter editor Carl Ramsey 

 
Louise Howard with niece Kim Baker 

 
Former Auxiliary Members Donna 

Murdock and Lois Kessler. Donna (Carl 

Ramsey’s younger sister sister) was 

married to deceased  Vietnam era Marine 

Ray Murdock. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

assaulted enemy platoon with 

 

  

 

  

 
    

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

1st MOH POWS in the Civil War great locomotive Chase 
(Sources include Wikipedia and www.homeofheroes.com). Medal of Honor Heroes below  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

List of names and award dates on following page. 

 

http://www.homeofheroes.com/


 

 
4/11/1862, Great Locomotive Chase. First Medals of Honor 

awarded March 25, 1863. Row 1. Pvt Jacob Parrott, 1st recipient; 

Pvt William Bensinger, 2nd recipient; Pvt, Robert Buffum, 3rd 

recipient; Sgt Elihu H. Mason, 4th recipient; Sgt William 

Pittenger, 5th recipient (although he received his first in Walt 

Disney film, based on his book). Row 2. Cpl William H. H. 

Reddick, 6th recipient; Medals of Honor awarded September17, 

1863. Sgt Wilson W. Brown, served as the engineer; Cpl Daniel 

Allen Dorsey; Pvt Williams James Knight, Pvt John Reed Porter, 

last living raider; Row 3, Pvt Samuel Robertson; Sgt Major 

Marion A. Ross; Pvt John Alfred Wilson; Pvt Mark Wood, from 

Nottingham, England. Medal of Honor awarded July 6, 1864, Pvt 

Ovid Wellford “James” Smith. Row 4, Medal of Honor awarded 

July 20, 1864. Pvt John Wollam; Medal of Honor awarded July 

28, 1883. Pvt Samuel Slavens; Medal of Honor awarded August 

4, 1866. Sgt John Morehead Scott, Medals of Honor awarded 

January 28, 2008. Pvt Charles Perry Shadrack (Philip Gephart 

Shadrach) & Pvt George Davenport Wilson. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilson_W._Brown


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


