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FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

 

 
 

TO: 

 

 

 

 
 

ONCE A MARINE ALWAYS A MARINE 
 

 

 

 

 

All annual dues expire on August 31st of each year. Please 

renew prior to that date. Send dues of $40.00 to                      

Pvt George Phillips Detachment                                            

PO Box 1, Ballwin, MO 63022. 

 

This newsletter and previous issues can be obtained from the new Detachment 

Website.  http://www.pvtgeophillips.org/ 
 

Please contact the Editor to receive future issues electronically. 
 

As a suggestion, anyone wishing to provide material should try to have it to the editor 

no later than the fourth Friday of previous month. (This doesn’t mean don’t 

submit anything at all if you need more time, instead please contact the editor.) If sent 

via email, please note that newsletter submission should appear the subject line. 

 

                         Next Meeting September 16, 2025

http://www.pvtgeophillips.org/


 

 

 

Commandant:  

  Joe Gentile 
314-488-9440 

 

  Sr. Vice-Commandant  

   John Cooper 

 314-712-0738 
 

  Jr. Vice-Commandant  

  Jason Lehr  
314-800-4930 

 

Adjutant/Paymaster: 

Dennis Simpson 
636-230-5976 

 

Judge Advocate 

Public Information 

Officer: Hugh Smith 

636-484-4188 

 

 Benevolence:  

 Mike Cicchese 

636-208-4676 
 

Sgt at Arms:  
Gerald Gerling 

636-271-3778 
 

Chaplain   
Carl E. Ramsey 

314-304-7915 

 
 

 

 

Web Sgt: Brad McNeil 

  636-225-2866 

September 2025 
Volume XXI – Issue 9 

 

Email 
PvtGeoPhillips@gmail.com 

Detachment Webpage 

http://www.pvtgeophillips.org/  

bmcneil@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee 3Yr:  

Brad McNeil 

    636-225-2866 

 

Trustee 2Yr:  

Mike Cicchese 

636-208-4676 
 

Trustee 1Yr: 

Andrew “AJ” Neely  

314-550-8065 
 

Jr. Past 

Commandant  

     Brad McNeil 

    636-225-2866 

 

Ways & Means:  

  Open 

  

 Quartermaster:  

 Brad McNeil 

    636-225-2866 
 

 Eagle Scout 

Liaison:  

Joe  Genti le  
314-488-9440  

 

Editor/Historian: 

Carl E. Ramsey 

314-304-7915 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings 3
rd 

Tuesday 

of Every Month 
1900 – 7:00 PM 

 

Mail: 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment 

Marine Corps League 

P.O. Box #1 

Ballwin, MO 63022 

 

Meeting Location: 

225 Old Sulphur Springs Road 

Ballwin, MO  63021-5356 
 

Detachment 

Membership as 

of August 31 

68 
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Commandant’s Corner 

ATTENTION ON DECK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Attention on deck. Thanks to all who 

attended the picnic. A good time was had by 

all. Join us on September 16th for the 

monthly membership meeting, dinner, and 

fellowship. A big shout out to Dennis 

Simpson for his outstanding work in keeping 

the detachment up to date. Remember that 

we have collections in November. A big 

thank you to Hugh Smith for his efforts in 

working with Sam’s Club stores.  
 

God bless and Semper Fi. 
 

Joe Gentile Commandant 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment #1214 

Marine Corps League 

 jgentile5550@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2025 

6 – Detachment Picnic 

      Simpson Park in Valley Park 1200-2000 

10 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208      

15 – 1950 – Inchon Landing 

16 – Membership Meeting – 1900 Post #208 

September 18, 1947 – Air Force Birthday 

18 – George Vitela fundraiser– 1100 1500  

Post #208 See Brochure 
 

October 2025 

 8 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208   

10-12 – Freedom Fest (See July Brochure)  

13 – 250th US Navy Birthday 

14 – Membership Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
 

November 2025 

7 – STL Veterans Ball – 1815 Westport 

 Chalet (See brochure) 

8 –250th Marine Corps Birthday Ball  

(See brochure) 

10 – 250th Marine Corps Birthday 

12 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208      

18 – Membership Meeting – 1900 Post #208 

20-23 – Tarawa, 1943        

27 – Chosin Reservoir, 1950 thru Dec13.        
 

December 2025 

 7 – Pearl Harbor, 1941        

10 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208      

16 – No Membership Meeting –  
 

College thoughts from Carl. When I served 

at MCAS Yuma, I remember when an 18- 

year-old Marine went into town, got drunk, 

returned to the barracks where he got sick 

and threw up all over the floor. Someone had 

to put him to bed and clean up the mess.  I 

then got out of the Marines and went college 

in Nebraska where an 18-year-old student 

went into town, got drunk, and returned to 

the dormitory where he also got sick and 

threw up all over the floor. Once again 

someone had to put him to bed and clean up 

the mess. I always wondered if those 2 guys 

were related. 
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Marine Corps Heroes in our midst 
 

As we approach the 250th anniversary of the 

Marine Corps and talk of Marine Corps 

Legends, we have one serving in our own 

detachment. This is none other than Harry 

Hope, veteran of Chosin Reservoir, and 

president emeritus of Greater Saint Louis 

Honor Flight, which he has led since 2011 

(About the same time I became newsletter 

editor.) He has become so renowned, in a 

picture dated 2/23/22 he was invited to meet 

with Woody Hershel Woody Williams, the 

last living Medal of Honor recipient from 

WWW2. The Marines listed in the following 

picture are as follows: LtCol Bellman, 

SgtMaj Flyyn, Harry Hope, Hershel Woody 

Williams.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More recently, despite his illness mentioned 

in last month’s newsletter, on Sunday 

August 24, 2025, he was invited to Saint 

Albans, Missouri, to have supper with the 

current Commandant of the United States 

Marine Corps, General Eric M. Smith. 

When Harry told me this as I drove him to 

the American Legion Meeting on Monday, 

August 25, I said, “Harry, if this keeps up 

you’re going to become so famous I’m going 

to have to buy a ticket to sit next to you at 

veterans’ meetings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On a separate note, on Tuesday, August 25, I went 

to Jefferson Barracks Hospital to visit brother 

Marine George Vitela. He’s not a member of our 

detachment, but he’s the very Godly chaplain of 

the American Legion Post 208 where we meet.  

He’s had both legs amputated due to an infection. 

There will be a fund raiser for him on Saturday. 

September 20, 1100-1500 at American Legion Post 

208. See brochure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
39th Commandant  

of the Marine Corps,  

General Eric M. Smith. 

 
George Vitela and Carl Ramsey 



 

And Just when I thought there was nothing 

more to say about getting together with well-

known Marines, on Friday, September 5, at 

the POW MIA Remembrance event at 

Hillsboro High School, I was reunited with 

fellow Marine Sergeant Rocky Sickmann. 

He was our guest speaker in July, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthday 

Scroll 
 

Carl Brown  

Michael Erxleben 

Joe Gentile 

Tyler Gerling 

Rodney Greenman 

Rick Meyer 

Charles Scott III 

Hugh Smith 

 
 

September 6 Picnic 

at Simpson Park 

 

 

Mike and Harlene Cicchese 
 

Rick Meyer and Connie 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brad McNeil Jr,  Sandy McNeil, and 

Brad McNeil  

John and Denise Cooper 

 

Oliver Lehr, Jason Lehr, 

Jackson Curtis 

 

Jerry Gerling 

 

Joe Gentile and Carl Ramsey 

 
Bryan Meyer who is 

related to Joe Gentile 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


