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FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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ONCE A MARINE ALWAYS A MARINE 
 

 

 

 

 

All annual dues expire on August 31st of each year. Please 

renew prior to that date. Send dues of $40.00 to                      

Pvt George Phillips Detachment                                            

PO Box 1, Ballwin, MO 63022. 

 

This newsletter and previous issues can be obtained from the new Detachment 

Website.  http://www.pvtgeophillips.org/ 
 

Please contact the Editor to receive future issues electronically. 
 

As a suggestion, anyone wishing to provide material should try to have it to the editor 

no later than the fourth Friday of previous month. (This doesn’t mean don’t 

submit anything at all if you need more time, instead please contact the editor.) If sent 

via email, please note that newsletter submission should appear the subject line. 

 

Next Meeting April 21, 2026

http://www.pvtgeophillips.org/


 

 

 

Commandant: 

Joe Gentile 
314-488-9440 

 

Sr. Vice-Commandant 

John Cooper 

314-712-0738 
 

Jr. Vice-Commandant 

Jason Lehr 
314-800-4930 

 

Adjutant/Paymaster: 

Dennis Simpson 
636-230-5976 

 

Judge Advocate 

Public Information 

Officer: Hugh Smith 

636-484-4188 

 

Benevolence: 

Mike Cicchese 

636-208-4676 
 

Sgt at Arms: 
Gerald Gerling 
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Chaplain 
Carl E. Ramsey 

314-304-7915 

 
 

 

 

Web Sgt: Brad McNeil 
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Trustee 3Yr: 

Gerald Gerling 

636-271-3778 

 

Trustee 2Yr: 
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Mike Cicchese 
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Brad McNeil 
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Ways & Means: 
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Quartermaster: 
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Editor/Historian: 
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Meetings 3
rd 

Tuesday 

of Every Month 
1900 – 7:00 PM 

 

Mail: 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment 

Marine Corps League 

P.O. Box #1 

Ballwin, MO 63022 

 

Meeting Location: 

225 Old Sulphur Springs Road 

Ballwin, MO  63021-5356 
 

Detachment 

Membership as 

of March 31 66 
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Commandant’s Corner 

ATTENTION ON DECK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Marines. Thanks to Brad McNeil 

and John Cooper for helping with the Easter 

Egg Hunt on March 28. Hope to see you at 

the membership meeting on Tuesday, April 

21. Join us on Sunday, April 26, for a tour of 

the Saint Louis Soldiers Memorial Museum. 

[Detachment member Chris Ketcherside, 

whose uniform is on display has offered to 

be the tour guide.] Meet at American Legion 

#208 at 8 am for transportation. Keep 

Memorial Day in Labadie in mind. 

[Memorial events begin at 8 am followed by 

a GI breakfast.]  We hope to have a dance 

social in June. Semper Fi and God bless.   
 

 

Joe Gentile Commandant 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment #1214 

Marine Corps League 

jgentile5550@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2026 

USMC disbanded April, 1783. Reactivated 

March 27, 1798 for Naval war with France. 

  8 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208        

11 – Great Locomotive Chase, 1862 resulting in 

       First Medals of Honor awarded in Civil War. 

11 – Focus Marines Mess Night.  

18 – Detachment member Chris Ketcherside:  

Civil War as the First Modern War.  

St Louis Civil War Museum  

1300 222 Worth Rd St. Louis. MO 

18 – Gold and Scarlet become official USMC 

        Colors, 1925. 

21 – Membership Meeting – 1900 Post #208 

26 – St Louis Soldiers Memorial Museum trip  

– 0800 Post #208 for transportation 

27 – US Marines capture Derne, Tripoli, 1805. 

30-May 2 – Midwest Conference Des Moines IA 

 See Calendar of Events page 12 
 

American Wars which began in April 

Revolutionary war, April 19, 1775 

American Civil War, April 12, 1861 

Spanish American War, April 21, 1898 

Second Samoan Civil War, Battle of Vailele, 

   April 1, 1899 

WW I, April 6, 1917 
 

April-August 2026 
 

6/12-13 – Dept of MO Annual Convention  

        See Calendar of Events page 12 

6/25 – Memorial Day at Labadie 

 – 800 Bethel Cemetery 

        See Calendar of Events page 12 

7/18 – Pvt George Phillips Birthday Memorial 

1000 Bethel Cemetery, Labadie Missouri 

8/10-14 – National Convention Indianapolis, IN 

         See Calendar of Events page 12 
 

9/12– Detachment Picnic (Simpson Park  

          Same place as 2025) 
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Chaplain’s Article 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking back on Easter, the detachment 

Easter Egg Hunt is one reminder which has 

been established for children of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. An egg from 

which a chicken can emerge symbolizes 

Jesus coming out of the tomb. Without his 

departure from the tomb, our Christian 

faith would be meaningless. It validates his 

messianic claims, proves the victory over sin 

and death, and guarantees the future 

resurrection and eternal life of believers. 

Without the resurrection of Jesus, 

symbolized by the egg, faith (believing what 

God and Jesus says) is deemed useless, 

forgiveness is not secured, and there is no 

hope beyond physical death. Once again to 

participate in the victory of Jesus over the 

grave, someone needs to confess and repent 

from his sins and sinful nature, and accept 

the gift of Jesus’s death on the cross in 

payment, as well as the sealing of the deal by 

his resurrection, symbolized by the easter 

egg we provide for little children. The prizes 

inside the plastic eggs also represent the gift 

of Jesus. 
 

Carl E Ramsey, Chaplain  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

On March 14, anniversary of Pvt George 

Phillips falling on the grenade on Iwo Jima, 

Newsletter editor Carl E Ramsey visited the 

Saint Louis Soldiers Memorial Military 

Museum to provide a copy of the March 

newsletter in I which attempted to provide 

Medal of Honor Stories of all St Louis Area 

Marines That’s because the museum 

displays the story of only one of them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

However, in the March newsletter I forgot to 

include the story of George Cannon. 
 

First Lieutenant George Ham Cannon, 

USMC, (November 5, 1915 – December 7, 

1941) was the first U.S. Marine in World 

War II to receive the nation's highest 

military award — the Medal of Honor. 

(from Webster Groves, Missouri) 

For distinguished conduct in the line of his 

profession, extraordinary courage, and 

disregard of his own condition during the 

bombardment of Sand Island, Midway 

Islands, by Japanese forces on December 7, 

1941. Lieutenant Cannon, Battery 

Commander of Battery "H", Sixth Defense 

Battalion, Fleet Marine Force, U. S. Marine 

Corps, was at his Command Post when he 

was mortally wounded by enemy shell fire. 

He refused to be evacuated from his post 

until after his men, who had been wounded 

by the same shell were evacuated, and 

directed the reorganization of his Command 

Post until forcibly removed, and as a result 

of his utter disregard of his own condition he 

died from loss of blood. 
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Installation of officers at the March Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Birthday Scroll 
 

John Bickerton  

 Charles Corpening, Jr. 

Elliot Glassman   

James Grgurich     

Aaron Kent   

 Jerry Kisner     

Steven Lind  

 Andrew “AJ” Neely 

 

 

 

Saturday Speakers Series is Back 

We are very excited to announce that 

the Saturday Speakers Series in the 

historic 1918 Building is finally 

resuming this March! Each month, the 

Missouri Civil War Museum will host 

various historians who will present 

their research on topics related to the 

American Civil War. All events start at 

1:00pm and we will have refreshments 

and light snacks for all attendees. 
 

April 18 - Chris Ketcherside, The Civil 

War as the First Modern War 

May 30 - Barbara Kay, The USS 

Sultana Disaster 

June 13 - James & Vickie Erwin, The 

Missouri Love Story of Ulysses and 

Julia Grant 

August 15 - Julie Nicolai, Emancipation 

and the Underground Railroad in 

Missouri & Illinois* 

This is a FREE event for members and 

only $10 for the general public. Please 

RSVP by calling the museum at 314-

845-1861. Space is limited, so make 

sure you reserve your spot today! 

 

 

In 2016 and 2021, PTF and their brother organization, Shark Fitness Training, stood with the St. Louis 

community to honor those who sacrificed for our freedom. In 2026, they are honored to serve again. The 25th 

anniversary of September 11 will be commemorated with the Flags of Valor Memorial, in partnership with 

America’s Heartland Remembers. Art Hill in Forest Park will be transformed with approximately 7,650 

American flags, each representing lives lost on 9/11, fallen first responders, service members killed in the War on 

Terror, and those lost to PTSD and 9/11-related illnesses. 

Volunteer Opportunities Include: 

• Flag Assembly (April/May) 

• Flag Installation – September 5 

• Overwatch/Maintenance – September 5–13 

• Flag Removal – September 14 

To participate, you must complete the volunteer form to join a team, receive your t-shirt, and get scheduling 

details. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Patriot Training Foundation Community, 

In 2016 and 2021, PTF and our brother organization, Shark Fitness Training stood alongside 

the St. Louis community to honor those who have sacrificed everything for our freedom. As 

we approach 2026, we are once again called to serve. 

2026 marks the 25th anniversary of September 11, 2001. This milestone is a sacred tribute 

not only to the 2,977 innocent lives lost that day, but to every brave soul who rose in 

response. To honor them, the Flags of Valor memorial in partnership with America's 

Heartland Remembers will transform Art Hill in Forest Park into a breathtaking display of 

approximately 7,650 American flags. 

Each flag represents a personal story of extraordinary courage: 

• 2,565 victims and 412 first responders who perished on 9/11. 

• 7,113+ U.S. service members killed in the War on Terror. 

• The many others lost to PTSD and 9/11-related illnesses. 

https://news.buildwarriors.org/c/132OSMYQYokW52LVvxUMd7FAcC3z
https://news.buildwarriors.org/c/132OT2aW84cqv2zR9pyh2m1PZrHW
https://news.buildwarriors.org/c/132OTwz6rpVpl2bIr8PgGOKlz70G


 

 Each flag represents a personal story of extraordinary courage: 

• 2,565 victims and 412 first responders who perished on 9/11. 

• 7,113+ U.S. service members killed in the War on Terror. 

• The many others lost to PTSD and 9/11-related illnesses. 

As a proud beneficiary and long-time participant, Patriot Training Foundation needs your 

help to manage our designated portion of this memorial. 

How You Can Help 

You MUST fill out the linked form to join one of our teams, receive your volunteer t-shirt 

and get additional schedule details. We are looking for dedicated volunteers to join our teams 

for the following four critical components (Ideally, you can help with each phase, but we 

understand if you can't.): 

5. Flag Assembly (Guarantee Electrical): A Saturday or Sunday in April or 

May. Our team will assemble approximately 260 flags. 

6. Flag Installation (Art Hill): Saturday, September 5. Our team will install two rows 

of flags. 

7. Overwatch/Maintenance (Art Hill): From September 5–13, our teams are 

responsible for maintaining the flags from sunrise to sundown. Shift sign-ups will be 

available for team members as the dates approach. 

8. Flag Removal (Art Hill): Monday, September 14. Our team will remove two rows 

of flags. 

Take Action Today 

The weight of 25 years is carried by these 7,650 flags. Help us ensure that every hero is 

honored with the reverence they deserve.  

  

By volunteering, you are supporting the Patriot Training Foundation’s mission to provide 

vital tactical training to our regional law enforcement and future military members. More 

communication will follow regarding specific shift times and dates as they are finalized. 

Thank you for your continued support and for helping us keep the promise to never forget. 

Respectfully, 

The Patriot Training Foundation Team 
  

 

SIGN UP FOR A TEAM  

 

 

 

 

https://news.buildwarriors.org/c/132OTLLbB5MTL1ZE50sLw36BlWF3
https://news.buildwarriors.org/c/132OTLLbB5MTL1ZE50sLw36BlWF3
https://news.buildwarriors.org/c/132OUg9lUrvSB1BvmJJLavP6VBXN


 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


